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India—China and the Emerging Global South

10 The global South in discontent and aims to exert its influence in reshaping
global politics and finance, — Atul Bhardwaj

Eyelessin Gaza
13 Israeli military actions in the Gaza Strip have deliberately created “human
debris” of the people living in it. — Amir Ali

Assessing the Feasibility of ‘One Nation, One Election’

16 The idea of simultaneous elections has gained considerable attention and
debate in the Indian political landscape. — Agney G K, Vineeth Thomas

M S Swaminathan (1925-2023)

20 M S Swaminathan contributed not only to agriculture and rural development
but also helped other developing countries through his leadership.
— Venkatesh Athreya

Merger of HDFC Limited with HDFC Bank

23 The merger of Hpre Limited with its associate, HDFC Bank, has further
increased the size of the latter and benefited it from various organisational
synergies. — M Manickaraj, Anjan Roy

Early Female Child Marriage

27  Female schooling and urbanisation play a significant role in reducing the
incidences of child marriage. — Sucharita Halder, Kakali Pandit

Housing In-kind Is Not Enough
39 The duality of payment of wages continues to exist in rural and urban areas.
Low-income households often exchange work, more commonly women’s

“paid domestic work,” to gain access to servant quarters in colonies.
— Dimple Tresa Abraham

Unpacking Inequality

46 Gini coefficients show that the level of inequality was 0.303 in 2014 and
declined to 0.261 in 2021. The regression-based decomposition approach
reveals that the level of education emerges as the primary contributor in

explaining the level of inequality. — Sahil Verma, Bimal Kishore Sahoo,
Sunandan Ghosh :

Groundwater Exploitation in India

54 The determinants of groundwater exploitation are analysed using data from
235 Indian districts. The percentage of area under water-intensive crops to
the cropped area and pump set intensity are the most important factors in
influencing groundwater exploitation. — A Narayanamoorthy,
K S Sujitha, R Suresh, P Jothi

National Medical Devices Policy, 2023

61 The union government introduced the National Medical Devices Policy, 2023
to augment the capacity, capabilities, and competence of the domestic
medical devices manufacturing industry. However, the policy has many

lacunae and missing links, which could undermine the aims to foster a strong

domestic medical devices manufacturing. — Surendar Singh, Ram Singh

Postscript

70 Briji Jose on the commercialisation of festival cultures in Kerala; Jyoti Dalal
on the act of witnessing in One Fine Morning; Silpa T Anirudan on sex
education in tribal societies; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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The Folly of Re-criminalising Adultery
10 The Parliamentary Standing Committee examining the Bharatiy, Nyaya
Sanhita Bill, 2023 has demanded the reintroduction of adultery 45 a

criminal offence. — Alok Prasanna Kumar

India’s Inclusion in the GBI-EM Indices
13 India is scheduled to be included in the Government Bond Index-Emerging
Markets Global Index suite in June 2024. — Giiney Diizgay, T §abri Oncii

Climate in Free (Market) Fall

19 cop27 worsens the inherent problems associated with carbon markets and
allows for secretive carbon deals with little regulation and accountability.
— Sunil Tamminaina

The Political Economy of Curricula

22 Higher education curricula, instead of evolving through scientific inquiry,
are being influenced by the ideology of the state and the market.
— Sudhanshu Bhushan

Gender Gap in Creditin India

26 Is the risk of women defaulting on loan repayment lower compared to men?
Using data from public sector Indian banks, this article presents evidence in
support of this claim. — Saibal Ghosh

Dhruba Narayan Ghosh (1928-2023)

30 Ghosh was a man of many parts—a superb civil servant, distinguished
corporate leader, innovative banker, institution builder, natural leader,
scholar, columnist and, most importantly, a concerned citizen.

— Deepak Nayyar

Rythu Bharosa Kendras of Andhra Pradesh

39 Within three years of their advent, the Rythu Bharosa Kendras have
found a place in the list of national best practices. While decentralised
service delivery is a positive development, the long list of their mandated
services is proving to be a bottleneck for effective service delivery.
—B Guruva Reddy, V Ratna Reddy, T Chiranjeevi & M Srinivasa Reddy

Computer Software and Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Industries
45 While pharmaceutical and computer software industries have achieved
considerable international acclaim, their growth performance so far has been
primarily thought of as driven by labour arbitrage than innovation efforts.
This is especially so in the case of the software industry, where replication rather
than innovation has been identified as the cause for its fast export growth.
— Sunil Mani

FDI and Red-tapism

55 The trend of foreign direct investment inflow in India is examined, focusing
on internal trade, state-by-state allocation, and country-by-country
allocation. It evaluates the effectiveness of existing ¥p1 regulations and
analyses evidence from select authoritative reports. — Amarbahadur Yadav

Privacy, Social Control, and Subversion

64 The impact of ccTv surveillance and how people negotiate with
intrusive technology in rural Marathwada are discussed in this paper.
The findings suggest a paradoxical situation as people valued a more secure
environment, but it came at the cost of their freedom and ind ividual agency.

— Kalpana Dixit
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Economic Transformations among Navayana Buddhist Women
10 The intricate nexus between religious conversion and economic

transformation among Navayana Buddhist women is explored in this article.
~ Hritika Wasnik

Open Defecation in India

15 Universal access to safe sanitation by reducing subnational inequality is a
huge challenge for a country like India. < Pritam Ghosh, Sanjit Sarkar

The Politics of the Roman Script Demand in Tripura
21 The current spurt of protests by tribal organisations for recognising the
Roman script in Tripura is motivated by political churning, — V Bjukumar

Historical Thinking Skills
24 The rhetoric over “which history” should be taught to school students has
always been a contentious issue. < Sima Saigal

Interpreting Results with Statistical Significance

28 Researchers and policymakers need to be made aware of the challenges and
flaws of null hypothesis significance testing. — Johnson Clement Madathil,
Fathima Zehba M P

Tackling Food Inflation

37 The union government has implemented a series of measures to tackle food
inflation, including an export ban on non-basmati white rice, an export
ban and stocking limits on wheat, a 20% export duty on parboiled rice,
a minimum export price of $1,200 per tonne on basmati rice, etc.
— Ashok Gulati, Raya Das, Sanchit Gupta & Manish Kumar Prasad

Fiscal Crisis and Contingent Liabilities in Kerala
43 Kerala has become one of the most indebted states in India in the recent years
and faces severe debt sustainability issues. While Kerala has faced various
]gvels of fiscal crisis since the 1980s, the nature of the crisis has undergone
2 ant transformation in the last two decades, which can be attributed to
g nature of fiscal federalism in India. — Justine George, Akhil
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MANAGEMENT CASE

; s for Truck Drivers in India
Nidradaan (Gift of Sleep):A Corporate Social Innovation by Agarwal Packers and Mover
Prageetha G. Raju and Rajanikanth M.

Abstract: Has anyone heard of organisations giving employees a gife of ::f“h:o{d:gm':cmr:m"m
Limited (APML) gifts sleep to the truck drivers in India relieving them that the consignment reaches
They travel long distances in varied conditions without proper sleep to '"'"T ding a lack of dignity of labour.
its destination in time. Apart from sleeplessness, they face many challenges i u-rh: case, based on published
People are thus turning away from this occupation causing driver shortage . :

sources, portrays a unique corporate social innovation Initiative, Nidradaan byAPML, to improve drivers
condition, and to curtail shortage.

Keywords: Corporate Social Innovation, Nidradaan,Corporate Social Responsibility, Indian Truck Drivers
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