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o 'Basic structure’
diciary while it tussled with the executive-legislature
jeture doctrine marks certain features of the

. l the Msi(‘ sty
pineh ¢ of destruction. — Yash Sinha

jution as incapabl

1 Caste Status for Dalit Muslims and Christians

4s¢ of Dalit Muslims and Christians for being qualified as Scheduled
od by a host of denials or fallacious arguments offered by

¥
hctes 1S obfuscat
ir religious elites and by successive governments. — Shireen Asam

ing the Code
2023 Karnataka election results gave a much-required lifeline to the

. stential cTisis faced by the Congress. — Vineeth Thomas, Renoj N K

side of Football
-edies such as the one in Kanjuruhan Stadium in Malang, Indonesia in

ber 2022 throw light on the dark side of football. — Ronojoy Sen

r versus Labour
helons of labour in the production processare investigated. There is labour

od at the flow of output. — Romar Correa

is Guha (1923-2023)

s+ Guha's foundational contributions towards the project of Subaltern
dies conceived of new methods and ways of reading conventional sources
historiography, recovering the voices of the oppressed and the

4 within it. — David Hardiman

lity as a Constrainton India’s Growth

the study of economic growth in India has tended to be dominated by

discussions on the effects of policies associated with liberalisation. Consequently,

ral other questions that are important to India’s growth story have not
d adequate attention. How does India determine how much it must
urden of these savings through

for growth? And who bears the bt
nstraints on their consumption? — Narendar Pani, Debosree Banerjee

is a Feminist Fiscal Policy
fith the covip-19 pandemic receding in public memory, many of its
g-standing effects on the economy and especially vulnerable groups such
women also seem to be forgotten. This is reflected in policymaking as well,
witnessed through a feminist analysis of budget documents. In particular,

13 over the last two fiscals have cut down allocations and expenditures

al key schemes meant for women and other vulnerable groups.
uthi Kutty

Dewan, Jashodhara Dasgupta, Sona Mitra & S

“five Years of the Uttar Pradesh Economy
®8gh improvement has taken place in most of the development indicators
* state, this paper shows that the relative position of Uttar Pradesh does
o any remarkable upward movement. up still remains in the category
developed states with regard to socio-economic parameters.
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Germany in Central Asia
10 The Ukimine crisis has solidi .
BPiar el s solidified the Sino-Russian geopolitical alliance,
An Ethics-

based Framework for NBFC Regulation
13 Acritique of the aspects of the curre
financial companies by the Reserve
— Unninarayanan Kurup,

"t regulatory framework for non-banking
Bank of India is offered in this article.
Akash Poojari & Gopakumar K U

Poll:ks on Memes and Memes on Politics
" ; . e
rom social media to political campaigns, the presence of memes is felt in

ways that transcend the mere purpose ol humour. — Nikhil Kumar Gupta

Access to Educational Institutions and Quality Education

21 Drawing inferences from the major findings of the Annual Status of Education
Report, it is suggested that there is a need for renewed collective efforts from
the state, teachers, parents, and neighbourhood community to meet new
educational chalienges. — Parul Gastam, Jagdish Jadhay

The Need for Collaborative Federalism

24 1 would be preferable 1o strengthen the consultative mechanism between the
union government and the Government of Delhi. — Rekha Saxena

Old Mysore Princely State and Muslim Reservation

35 The argument that Muslims always sought to be represented in political
institutions by instigating riots or agitations between communities
throughout the colonial period is refuted by the Mysore princely state.
— Muzaffar Assadi

Explaining the U-curve Trend of FLFP in Bihar

39 Despite Bihar's high economic growth rates over the past 15 years, its female
labour force participation rate has declined, especially between 2004-05 and
2018-19, with a modest increase after 2018-19. This “u-curve” phenomenon
of FLEPR in Bihar is examined using the National Sample Survey Office and
Periodic Labour Force Survey data. — Aviral Pandey

innovations and Firm Performance
49 Based on an empirical analysis of 300 informal manufacturing firms in the
National Capital Region of Delhi, it is found that innovat ive firms exhibit
higher productivity growth and sales growth, underscoring the significance
of the local market for informal manufacturing enterprises. Further empirical
evidence about firm-level innovations and their implications for the informal
sector is discussed. — K Chandra Shekar, K J Joseph & Beena P L

Discarding or Limiting the Essential Religious Practices Test

58 The essential religious practices test is employed by the Indian judiciary for
the adjudication of matters of freedom of religion. While there is long-standing
eniticism of this test by legal scholars, it has its own utilities in the unique Indian
social and legal context. Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia's opinion in the split verdict
of the Supreme Court over the issue of wearing hijab by Muslim girl students
strikes a balance between its demerits and its utilities. — Sayan Mukherjee

|

Economic&Politicalweek Ly

EDITORIALS
Crimes against Humanity in Manipur

Opposition in Search of a Viable Alternative L]

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

The Editor's Desk. Some Reflections . . 4
FROM 50 YEARS AGO .. ... . o .. i sl
STRATEGIC APFAIRS

Germany in Central Asia

—Atul Bhardwaj ... .. Nt 50
COMMENTARY

To Regulate or Strangulate? An Ethics-based
Framework for NBFC Regulation

—Unninarayanan Kurup, Akash Poojari,
Gopakumar KU............ccoveiinenne,

Politics on Memes and Memes on Politics
—Nikhil Kumar Gupta ... ..o 47

.13

Does Access to Educational Institutions Signify
Gaining Quality Education?
—Parul Gaztam, Jagdish Jadhav........ .. .. b3

Delhi’'s Conundrum and the Need for
Collaborative Federalism

—Rekha Saxena 24

BOOK REVIEWS
Apple Is Our Livelihood—Unravelling the
Interplay between Agriculture, Livehihood,
and Identity
—Waseem Ahmad Bhat .................. e

Uneasy Translations: Self, Experience and ;ndnun
Literature—Intertwining Affect(s) of Socialuy

—Prashant Ramprasad Ingole ..................... 30

The Disruptor: How Vishwanath Pratap Singh
Shook India—The Disruptor Who Ignited Hope
for the Marginalised

—Vidya Bhushan Rawat .............. TR,

w28

INSIGHT

0ld Mysore Princely State and Mushm
Reservation

—Musaffar Assadi .........cevcnrinnerinesienssnnin b

SPECIAL ARTICLES
Explaining the U-curve Trend of Female Labou
Force Participation in Bihar
—Aviral Pandey......cvivnrnerinns e

Innovations and Firm Performance in Informd
Manufacturing Enterprises: Field-based Evid#*
from India

—K Chandra Shekar, K J Joseph, Beena P L--w"_
Discarding or Limiting the Essential Religiot |

Practices Test: Why the Supreme Court Must
Be Cautious?

—Sayan Mukherjee........ccumsevens

......... ]
...........
.......
LETTERS .......connniimacnmnimannies




JULY 22, 2023 | vou ivin ko 20

Fate of Platform Workers in India

with a rapid increase in digitally mediated platforms to govern the world of

1 existence of workers’ emplo ‘
work, the lega ployment status is ofte
Areesha Khan, Rahul Suresh Sapkal  overlooked

10

public funding for Research in Higher Education
How public funding can be better utilised for the promotion of research and
inclusive expansion of higher education is discussed in this article
_ ¢ MMalish '

&£

v mnmﬂonal Monetary Policy in Japan and the US

;7 When most of the advanced countries are on the recourse 1o exit the path of
unconventional monetary policy, it s time to review the unconventional
monetary policy from the lens of tool purchase by central banks under
quantitative easing. — Surobhi Mukherjee

Y inSearch of a More Innovative Innovation Index
25 The construction of the India Innovation Index by the NiT1 Aayog and the
Institute for Competitiveness is a timely initiative that gained significant traction
in academic and policy circles. — K.J Joseph, Kiran Kumar Kakarlapudi

Assessing India’s Energy Balances
30 Comparison of the data from the Ministry of Statistics and Programme

Implementation and the Internat ional Energy Agency for 2019-20 shows that
the two energy balance estimates are different. — Manisha Jain

¢ Lahori Ram Balley (1930-2023)

! 36 Asacommitted follower of B R Ambedkar’s vision, Lahori Ram Balley

' (1930-2023) devoted his life to advancing the cause of social justice
and equality. — Ronki Ram

Monetary Policy Debates in the Age of Deglobalisation

43 This article is the third and the last in a series on monetary policy debates in
the age in which deglobalisation became a buzzword. The ongoing Turkish
monetary policy experiment is analysed by focusing on the macro- prudential
measures, capital controls, and central bank independence as examples of
these debates. — Hasan Comert, T Sabri Oncii

Digital Education and Muslim Female Students
$2 The experience of the covip-19 pandemic shows that excessive reliance on
digita] technologies for delivery of education can sharpen the inequalities in
¥ Yarming, 1n Bhiwandi, both a metropolitan and a digital periphery in
~arashtra, such unequal learning opportunities further marginalised the
“Hizens of he locality. — Abdul Shaban, Ayona Datta & Sheema Fatima

b N

" M‘M“ Laws
l|hl’ﬂuu.-‘m long been a divisive issue in the rights debate, particularly when
s rig'}‘:ed 25 a conflict berween a woman's right to choose and an unborn

% 10 live. Unsafe abortion can lead to long-term issues detrimental

g tr.dm health ang psychological well-being, in addition to acute health
ven fataliry, Pooja Kapoor
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Atmanirbharta in Statistics

10 The Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister has questioned the
adoption of international standards in three key sectors and has suggested
developing standards that produce statistical indicators in tune with the
national narrative. — P C Mohanan, Amitabh Kundu

Autonomous Regulation and Regulatory Risk

12 The Ministries of Railways and Coal have recently opened up their passenger
train and commercial coal-mining segments to private participation.
With this, there is a growing clamour for setting up independent sectoral
regulators for these sectors. — Kumar V Pratap

E-Waste Management in india
16  According to the National Crime Records Bureau, 2021, there are a total of

59,220 cases that have been reported under the environmental pollution acts.

However, the E-Waste (Management and Handling) Rules of 2010 are only .
preventive in nature. — Yogesh Mishra, Susmita Priyadarshini Mishra

Weather Uncertainties and Farmers’ Income

22 Rising weather uncertainty has caused large-scale damage to crops in the
last two vears. In order to lower such risks, the cultivation pattern should
move away from highly intensive input usage towards low-risk optimal
input usage. — Jatinder S Bedi, Gayatri Prabhakar

Roller-coaster Ride of the Wheat Economy

31 The trends in wheat production and exports are analysed in this paper.
It explains the consequences of decreasing productivity and lower
procurement. However, tapping the full potential can ensure larger wheat
exports and motivate higher production which can help in doubling farmers’
income. But it can have a negative impact on food inflation. — Roli Misra,
Ashutosh Pandey

Output and Employment in the Service Sector

38 India's exceptional growth pattern after the 1980s is attributed to the
robust growth of the service sector. However, it is spearheaded largely by
modern services than traditional ones and is more K-intensive than
labour-intensive service. India's service sector is no exception to modern
services-led growth owing to rising capital intensity and the worldwide
phenomenon of technology-biased growth. — Dipak Prakash

Capital and Democracy in Tamil Nadu

106 The authors of Rule of the Commoner: DMK and the Formations of the
Political in Tamil Nadu, 1949~ 67 respond to the review by Rupa Viswanath
(Epw, 1 April 2023) by presenting some of the core issues that this book is
concerned with. — Rajan Kurai Krishnan, Ravindran Sriramachandran
& VM § Subagunarajan

Postscript

11 Rajat Sebastian on how Kaleidoscope pushes the boundaries of
non-linearity; Mehak Majeed on the lack of secure employment in higher
education and its impact on women; Radhika Jagtap on the new kind of
propaganda cinema emerging in India; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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