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Introduction 
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5 This edition of the Review of Rural Affairs brings together five papers that highlight the issues of livelihood insecurity and 

fragility in general and poverty, inequality, and employment insecurity in particular among the rural populatioris, especially 

farmers and labourers. Observed through the lenses of occupations and castes, the persisting trends of heightened vulnerability 

of the poorest groups, which the papers bring to the fore, are reflective of the broader economic phenomena encompassing the 

country, that of agrarian distress and the informalisation and contractualisation of the formal workforce. An Empirical Investigation of Real Farm Incomes across Indian States between 1987-88 and 2011-12 

Using the unit-level data from various rounds of the Employment and Unemployment Survey of the National Sample Survey 

Office, the first consistent time series of average real farm income per cultivator for 18 major Indian states for 1987-88, 1993-94, 

1999-2000, 2004-05, 2007-08, 2009-10, and 2011-12 is presented. Using this data, two sets of issues are studied. First, how 

did real farm income evolve across these 18 Indian states? Second, did the market-oriented reforms of agricultural marketing 
systems increase these incomes? It is found that market-oriented reforms did not increase real farm incomes. 

- Deepankar Basu, Kartik Misra 

Farm Size and Farmers' Income, Consumption, and Poverty in India: Statewise Estimates of Direct 
Income Support to Farmer Households 15 Using unit-level data from the 7oth National Sample Survey round Situation Assessment Survey of Agricultural Households, the 

paper seeks to determine, for major states, the minimum farm size of cultivated land at which the average monthly income of 

farmer households from cultivation exceeds their average monthly consumption expenditure and the minimum farm size at which 

the average monthly income from all sources exceeds their poverty-line-equivalent income. It then estimates the income support 

for those households that are not able to meet their average monthly consumption expenditure and those below the poverty 

line. -HR Sharma, S H Malik 

Income and Inequality across Rural-Urban, Occupational, and Caste Divides 23 The evolution of income in India in 2014-19 is analysed, and it is found that the lower end of the income distribution has 
experienced significant losses-the bottom ventile shows not only a decline in the income share of~41% but also a negative real 
average income growth of -5.5% per annum. Further investigating the composition of this part of the distribution using rural and 
urban splits, it is found that even as the income shares at the bottom of the urban distribution have increased over time, those at 
the bottom of the rural distribution have decreased. -Anand Sahasranaman, Nishanth Kumar 

Caste Inequalities in Access to Regular Non-farm Jobs and the Likely Implication of the Industrial Relations Code 
31 This paper attempts to highlight the extent of employment insecurity and informality among the formal regular workers in the formal non-farm sector and examines the differential data outcomes across various caste groups. It also highlights the likely implications of the various provisions of the newly enacted Industrial Relations Code, 2020 on the access to the most secured jobs across different caste groups.- Deepika Jajoria, Manoj Jatav 

Effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the Rural Non-farm Self-employed in India: Does Skill Make a Difference? 

39 Examining the importance of skills, especially through vocational training, for the rural non-farm secto, this paper studies the impact of these skills in overcoming the disruptions caused by the coviD-19 pandemic. The difference-in-differences technique has been used to assess the differential impact of coviD-19 on the earnings of skilled and unskilled self-employed activities. Although every section of the rural non-farm activities has been adversely affected due to the pandemic, the impact is more severe on unskilled individuals as compared to skilled individuals. Indrajit Bairagya 
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as illiberal democracy. Shweta Singh 
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FROM 50 YEARS AGO.. 9 

Measuring Participation of Rural Men and Women in Indian 

Agriculture 
20 The Time Use Survey 2019 Was used to analyse the participation and 

contribution of men and women engaged in agriculture and allied sectors 
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cOMMENTARY 
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Politics of Disinformation 
The essentially political character of the disinformation problem cannot be 
resolved through regulation and technological fixes alone. Ruchi Gupta 20 

Denationalised Elites and Global Ranking of Higher Education 
Institutions 

25 

28 Denationalised elites'search for giobal ranking of higher educational 
institutions is devoid of moral and intellectual concerns for a national-popular 
collective will. - Arun Kumar Patnaik, K Laxminarayana 

.28 

Religious Polarisation Outweighs Ethnic 
Mobilisation: Explaining NDA's Victory in Assam 
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31 The Assam assembly elections continued the trend towards the deepening of 
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oTT Platforms and the New Dalit Characters in Indian Cinema 
48 Dalit representation in Indian cinema has arrived with nuanced attributes, 

distinct from the earlier cinematic portrayal that mostly depicted them as 
victims of caste atrocities. - Harish S Wankhede 

Right to the City 
55 This paper provides a historical analysis of the Street Vendors (Protection of 

Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014 and the subsequent 
amendment in 2016. -Reeju Ray 

PERSPECTIVES 

The Law of the Executive-Anushka Singh.43 
INSIGHT 

Fiscal Situation of India in the Time of COVID-19 OTT Platforms and the New Dalit Characters in 
Indian Cinema-Harish S Wankhede. 48 62 Using data from a cross-section of countries, this paper estimates the 

relationship between fiscal spending and the spread of coviD-19, economic 
stringency, and macroeconomic factors. -Anuragh Balajee, Shekhar 
Tomar & Gautham Udupa 

SPECIAL ARTICLES 

Right to the City: The Street Vendors Act of 2014 
and the Collective Struggles of Women Vendors 

-Reeju Ray.. 
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Gautham Udupa.. 

Export Performance of South Asia 
-Mohd Hussain Kunroo, Imran Ahmad.... 69 

********************** *********** *********** ***** S5 

Export Performance of South Asia 
69 South Asia's global market access from 1991 to 2017 is examined through 

empirical resea rch using trade indexes and gravity econometric estimation. 
-Mohd Hussain Kunroo, Imran Ahmad 

*** ******** *.. 02 

Macroeconomic Indicators and Sectoral Stock Price Behaviours 
Are Macroeconomic Indicators Accountable for 
Sectoral Stock Price Behaviours? 78 This paper attempts to identify the significant macroeconomic factors affecting 

prominent sectoral stock indices. Titto Varghese, TR Gurumoorthy -Titto Varghese, TR Gurumoorthy.. 8 

DISCUSSION Property and the Enduring State of Famines in Colonial India 
85 Aresponse to "Famines in India" (EPw, 26 June 2021) interrogates the character 

of the colonial state and its complicit role in engendering famine-like 
conditions.- Vishal Singh Deo 

Property and the Enduring State of Famines in 
Colonial India-Vishal Singh Deo.. O5 

POSTSCRIPT 

Postscript 
88 Sreedeep Bhattacharya and Sneha Roy Choudhury on trends in Bengali poetry; 

Rajlakshmi Kanjilal on the intersectionality of animal and human rights in 
Jallikattu; Rahul Singh on their elegant toes; and Last Lines by Ponnappa. 

Poetic Trends: Fetishising Nature and 
Pathologising the City-Sreedeep Bhattacharya, 
Sneha Roy Choudhury (88), Jallikattu: Violence 

and Vigilantism-Rajlakshmi Kanjilal (89), My 
Elegant Toes-Rahul Singh (9o), Last Lines (91) 

LETTERS.. *************************************** ******* 
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EDITORIAL 
Politics of Knowledge 

India's Share of Global FDI Inflows 
10 The parallel coexistence of central and provincial spheres in education has 

a visible functional role but also a less visible political and an even less 

visible sociocultural role. Several decisions announced since the beginning 

of 2022 enable us to observe these disparate and simultaneous roles. 

Shrinks Sharply.. ***************************************** 
/ 

COMMENT 
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Krishna Kumar PROM THE EDITOR's DESK 

The Self and the Collective in the 

Decolonising Decentralised Governance Politics of Defection. .rrens barsn**********i*** ** ** 9 

12 This article describes three cases from Maharashtra where bureaucratic 
.9 FROM 50 YEARS AGO.... ***"**. 

overreach has impeded emerging forest management by forest dweliers holding 

community forest resource rights. It reflects on the need for changing the 

prevalent colonial mindset in the bureaucracy to facilitate genuine decentralised 
ALTERNATIVE STANDPOINT 

Politics of Knowledge 
democratic governance. Anuja Anil Date, Sharachchandra Lele -Krishna Kumar. ******************************************** 

COMMENTARY 

Dynamics of Being Rajbanshi Decolonising Decentralised Governance: 

Insights from the Forests of Maharashtra 

-Anuja Anil Date, Sharachchandra Lele.. 
16 The transition from tribe to caste has remained a contested phenomenon in 

India. This complex transition is addressed in this article in the context of the 

Rajbanshi identity, highlighting the various intricacies involved. The frame of 

retribalisation questions the simplistic tribe-to-caste narrative and reiterates 

the Rajbanshi's consistent efforts to embrace generic roots left in the past to 

bargain with the wider society. Gautam Chandra Roy 

Dynamics of Being Rajbanshi: 
Tribe to Caste and the Process 
of 'Retribalisation' 

-Gautam Chandra Roy.. ************************************ .16 
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beyond Patronage 
-Ajay Gudavarthy... ************************** . 

Delimitation of Jammu and Kashmir 
32 The union government went on with the process of delimitation in Jammu 

and Kashmir with an unflinching focus, disregarding the immense opposition 

to this exercise by most political parties on the ground. It is essential to 

enumerate the basic aspects of this delimitation and analyse how these can 

have profound political consequences in the union territory of J&K. 

.25 

Development of Environmental Laws in India 
Mapping the Narrative of Environmental Law 

-Deva Prasad M.. 
- Muhammad Mutahhar Amin 

Epicentre to Aftermath: Rebuilding and 
Remembering in the Wake of Nepal's 
Earthquakes-Contextualising Disaster 

Aftermath: Some Interdisciplinary Insights 
from Nepal 

Income Inequity in the Utilisation of Inpatient Services 

39 The data on equivalised household income and inpatient service utilisation 

from the National Sample Survey Office are employed to analyse the 

extent of inequity in the utilisation of inpatient services before (20o4) and 

after (2014) the implementation of the PEHI in 2008. This is done by 

estimating concentration indices and the horizontal inequity indices. 

-Jeevan R Sharma. . 29 ************************* 

INSIGHT 

Delimitation of J&K: Regional Disparity and 

Disproportionate Representation 
- Vanita Singh, Amit Gars -Muhammad Mutahhar Amin .. 2 

SPECIAL ARTICLES Political Reservations and Service Delivery in Village Government 
Income Inequitry in the Utilisation of Inpatient 
Services: Effects of Publicly Financed Health 
Insurance Schemes 

48 The impact of reservations for the Scheduled Castes as village heads is 

examined on school and governance outcomes. In general, sc reservation is 

not associated with improved outcomes. The findings can be attributed to 

negative perceptions, discrimination, and domination faced by the scs. 

-Vanita Singh, Amit Garg. *********************3> 

Political Reservations and Service Delivery 
in Village Government 

-Priyanka Pandey, Sandeep Pandey.. 

- Priyanka Pandey, Sandeep Pandey 
48 **** *****" 

Every Family Its Own Historian? Every Family Its Own Historian? 

The Case of Syrian Christian Family Histories 57 Family historians select the most desirable facts, figures, myths, and legends 

to present a strange blend of facts and fancies. This paper explores how the -Nidhin Donald.. *********************************************** *** 57 

Syrian Christians mobilise, conceive, and position their histories within the 
CURRENT STATISTICS. . 65 

*****'******** 

social matrix of Kerala and their ideoilogical uses for identity politics. 

- Nidhin Donald 7 ETTERS... ... 
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To Loot or Not to Loot? EDITORIAL 

Inequalities in Schoo! Education . 10 The experiment of public-private partnerships in Tlurkey in the last 20 years 
showcases George Akerloff and Paul Romer's theory of looting. 
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Transition in Sri Lanka.. .******* *********** 
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8 
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Myriad Senses of Powerlessness 9 **** *************** 13 Using a household-level panel data set on Indian households, it is shown that 

households' macroeconomic beliefs -their expectations regarding country-
level macroeconomic developments-depend on their socio-economic status. 

Sargam Gupta, Vidya Kamate 

9 FROM 50 YEARS AGO 

HT PAREKH FINANCE COLUMN 

To Loot or Not to Loot? How Public-Private 

Partnerships Harmed Turkey 

-T Sabri Oncu.. **************sene*********.********.*-An Analysis of Rural Shocks in India during the Pandemic 
18 Urilising the third round of World Bank survey data collected during 

September 2020, the employment shocks in rural India are analysed 
based on the gender, age, caste, and income quartiles of individuals. 

-Nabamita Dutta, Saibal Kar 

COMMENTARY 

The Role of Socio-economic Status in Shaping 

Macroeconomic Beliefs of Indian Households 

-Sargam Gupta, Vidya Kamate... 

An Analysis of Rural Shocks in India 
during the Pandemic 

..15 

.18 -Nabamita Dutta, Saibal Kar . 
On Ensuring Protection of Women in the NRI 

Marriages: Some Legal and Institutional Issues 

-Bharat H Desai, Mayank Sharma, Santosh 

On Ensuring Protection of Women in NRI Marriages 
**** 

22 This study examines the legal remedial measures for women trapped in 

non-resident Indian marriages under private and public international law as 

well as the Indian legal and institutional framework. 

Mayank Sharma, Santosh Upadhyay & Moumita Mandal 
Bharat H Desai, Upadhyay, Moumita Mandal .. . 22 
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The Violence in Our Bones: Mapping the Deadly 
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-Ghanshyam Shah.. 
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.28 
e-coupons in the first coviD-19 lockdown of 2020. This article uses a 

data set of nearly 17 lakh households that applied for e-coupons to 

measure and spatialise food insecurity in the city. - Gautam Bhan, 

Hridbijoy Chakraborty & Parushya 
******************.*- 30 

Formal Financial Outreach in Rural india 

99 Using a survey data set, this paper challenges the conventional view by 

concluding that relatively resource-rich rural households from distant 

locations availed multiple loans from formal lenders rather than the 

households located closer to them as often believed. -Debdatta Pal 

.32 
PERSPECTIVES 

Spatialising Urban Vulnerability Perspectives 
from COVID-19 Food Relief in Delhi 

Disparities in Social Development in Maharashtra 
-Gautam Bhan, Hridbjoy Chakraborty. 

Parushya. 5 ************************************ 

107 This paper follows the methodology adopted by the Council for Social 

Development to construct a six-dimensional social development index for an 

analysis of development in the districts of Maharashtra. Garima Malu 
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Novel Health Approaches in the CcoviD-19 Pandemic 
13 Novel public health experiments from Maharashtra demonstrate significant 
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