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The Making of the National Curriculum Framework 

While a consensus can be prodtuced through responses to question naires, its 

validity and relevance may be doubtful. - Kumkum Roy 

EDITORIAL 

Dwindling Foreign Exchange Reserves. 
cOMMENT 

Spillover Effects of the US Federal ReserveE 
Rate Hike. *** 

*********************************************** Pharma Freebies, Free from Regulation 

13 Large-scale frecbies are provided by pharmaceutical companies to doctors in 

the absence of a legally enforced regulation of unethical promotion. 

..8 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

In Pursuit of an Ideal Bureaucracy. ************ . 9 

-Abhay Shukla PROM 50 YEARS AGO.. ****************************** stso** 

ALTERNATIVE STANDPOINT 

Empowering the Visually Challenged 

With the emergence of screen readers and user-friendly technologies for the 

visually challenged persons, a debate started over the relevance of Braille as 

Multiple Choice Questions and the Making of 
the National Curriculum Framework 

17 -Kumkum Roy. 10 ********************************************* 

a means of education. - Nikhil Jain 
COMMENTARY 

Pharma Freebies, Free from Regulation 

-Abhay Shukla... 
Braille, Empowerment of Visually Challenged, 
and the Contemporary Discourse 

-Nikhil *****************************************anennan L7 

*************************l3 Energy: A Greater Common Good 

20 This article attempts to identify the key factors influencing the adoption of 

energy-eficient measures and analyse the reasons for the non-adoption of 

energy audit recommendations. -Jayaraman Chillayil Energy: A Greater Common Good: 
A Journey into Industrial Energy Behaviour 

Jayaraman Chillayil.. ************* **** ** . Z0 
Sanctions in Ukraine War Sanctions in Ukraine War: 

23 The reginme of international sanctions in the context of the recent Russia-

Ukraine war is studied. -Debangana Chatterjee 

The Racial Tilting of International Politics 

-Debangana Chatterjee... . 23 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Unravelling the Bengali ldentity: Sub-nationalism 
and Nationalism in Nineteenth-Century Bengal 
Bengali Identity, Sociopolitical Hegemony of 
Caste and the Emergence of Subnationalism 

-Subhajit Naskar. 29 
Making Development Happen: Transformational 
Change in Rural India-Experiences of 
Development Practice-Rohit Mutatkar ..31 
India after Liberalisation: An Overview-India's 
Tryst with Liberalisation: A Wide-angle View 

India's Contract Farming Act 

42 The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance 

and Farm Services Act, 2020 is an important legislative landmark in the 

context of Indian agricultural policy. This paper eritically examines the 

various provisions contained in the act to assess its potential in mitigating 

the key concerns in adopting the practice of contract farming in India. 

-Sthanu R Nair, Reddy Sai Shiva Jayanth & Deva Prasad M 

-Anand B.. 33 Impact of Lockdown on Employment and Earnings 
********* 

5o The Periodic Labour Force Survey is an important official source of data on 

the labour force. In this paper, we make use of the data on activity statuses 

according to the daily, weekly, and the principal usual status approaches and 

the earnings data from PLFs 2019-20 to study the impact of the lockdown on 

employment and earnings. -PC Mohanan, Aloke Kar 

REVIEW ARTICLE 

Crisis of Liberal Deliberation: Facets of Indian 
Democracy; State of Democracy in India: Essays 
on Life and Politics in Contemporary Times 

Interrogating the Idea of Democracy in India 

-Mohinder Singh . 

SPECIAL ARTICLES 

Politics of Cultural Misrecognitions in West Bengal 
58 This paper explores the mechanisms of the Trinamool Congresss percolation 

among the ethnic and religious minorities through "'cultural misrecognition." 

Through an ethnographic work on the promotion of cultural expressions and 

recent ethnic conflicts, it is argued that West Bengal is observing a rapid rise 

of primordial identity-based political practices. -Suman Nath 

India's Contract Farming Act: 
Does It Serve Farmers' Interest?-Sthanu R Nair, 
Reddy Sai Shiva Jayanth, Deva Prasad M.... 42 

Impact of Lockdown on Employment 
and Earnings 

-P C Mohanan, Aloke Kar .. . 
Politics of Cultural Misrecognitions and 

the Rise of ldentity Consolidations in 
Post-left West Bengal-Suman Nath. .. 58 

A Study on Functional Efficiency of Electronic 
National Agriculture Market in Selected 
Mandis of Odisha 

Functional Efficiency of e-NAM in Odisha 
67 The impact of the Electronic National Agriculture Market on market arrival 

and price of the commodities in the selected Agricultural Produce Marketing 
Committees and on the incomes of the farmers are analysed in this paper. It 
also highlights the difficulties faced by farmers to market their agnculrural S 
produce.- Trinadh Nookathoti, Biswanath Behera 

-Trinadh Nookathoti, Biswanath Behera... 67 
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Investigating RBI's Communication EDITORIAL 

Global Food Crisis... * ************* ***************/ 

10 The study draws attention to the Reserve Bank of India's communication 

as a policy tool and its impact on market participants. cOMMENT 

Suruchi Shrimali, Wasim Ahmad Do Female Lives Matter?... * ************O 

FROM THE EDITOR's DESK 

Crusade against Environmental Pollution in Patancheru 
13 Despite protests and legal battles by the residents of Patancheru industrial 

area in Hyderabad against the polluting industries, Supreme Court orders, 

and the National Green Tribunal (south zone) judgment, not much has 

The Spectre of Emancipatory ldeas.. ******************** 9 

FROM 50 YEARS ******************** ***************9 

COMMENTARY 

Words That Send Waves to the Indian Stock been done to improve the environment and quality of life of the people. 

- TPrabhakar Reddy Market: Investigating RBI's Communication 
-Suruchi Shrimali, Wasim Ahmad. .. 10 

Crusade against Environmental Pollution in 
Patancheru in Hyderabad City 

-TPrabhakar Reddy. 
Enablers of Successful Fiscal Decentralisation 

17 Kerala is among the few states that have a successful record in fiscal 

decentralisation. This study qualitatively analyses primary data from 
three gram panchayats in Kerala to identify the factors that enable 

successful decentralised fiscal governance through panchayati raj. 

***************************************S 

Enablers of Successful Fiscal Decentralisation: 
A Case Study of Three Gram Panchayats in Kerala 

-Parvathy Sailesh, Padmini Ram.. 17 

- Parvathy Sailesh, Padmini Ram BOOK REVIEWS 

Sikh Nationalism: From a Dominant Minority 
to an Ethno-Religious Diaspora-Shifting 
Imaginaries of Sikh Identity 
-Surinder S Jodhka.. ********************************** 

The Periodic Labour Force Survey and Socio-economic Inequalities 
25 35 A new system of data collection on isues pertaining to labour and 

employment, called the Periodic Labour Force Survey, replacing the very 

comprehensive and detailed surveys on the employment and unemployment 

situation, also known as quinquennial surveys, was introduced in India in 

2017. This paper is an attempt to highlight the effects of the modified sampling 

methods adopted in the PLFS on data outcomes and inconsistencies. 

- Manoj Jatav, Deepika Jajoria 

Six Faces of Globalization: Who Wins, Who 
Loses, and Why It Matters-Understanding 
Globalisation through the Lens of 
Contesting Narratives 

-Zico Dasgupta... ********************************* 

REVIEW ARTICLE 

Voices of Dissent: An Essay-India: A Plurality of 
Voices in Conversation and Contestation 

FPIS, MITRA Scheme and india's Textile Sector -Peter Ronald deSouza. ******* 30 ****** 

44 Taking the global fibre consumption of man-made fabrics and natural fibre 

as a base, this paper analyses how the production-linked incentive seheme 

can contribute in increasing India's share in global textile and apparel 

exports. Further, the role of the Mega Investment Textiles Parks scheme in 

positioning India as a fully integrated, globally competitive manufacturing 
and exports hub is analysed. - Shilpy Verma, Bhawna Kakkar 

SPECIAL ARTICLES 

The Periodic Labour Force Survey and 
the Estimate of the Socio-economic Inequalities: 
A Critical Examination 

-Manoj Jatav, Deepika Jajoria.. ******* 35 

How FPIS and MITRA Scheme Will Be a Game 
Changer for India's Textile Sector 

-Shilpy Verma, Bhawna Kakkar. ...*********..**** 44 

Electronic Market and Market Failures in Agriculture 

52 This paper examines the performance of agricultural markets through 
analysing the primary data from 856 farm households in six states along 

Is the Electronic Market the Way Forward to 
Overcome Market Failures in Agriculture? 

-Chandra Sekhara Rao N, Yogesh Bhat, 
Susanto K Beero.... 

with secondary data. It argues that adequate physical and storage 

infrastructure is crucial even for the functioning of the electronic market, 

and other related policy measures are needed to have a significant 

cURRENT sTATISTICS. ************************************** 

POSTSGRIPT 

improvement in agrieultural marketing.- Chandra Sekhara Rao N, 

Yogesh Bhatt & Susanto K Beero 

Dissent, Debate and Vegetative Existence: 
Sanskrit Poetics and the Nationalist Trend 

-Sreenath VS (63), 

Travails of a Handloom Weaver: 

Postscript Mallesham and Technological Innovation 

-Soumya Vinayan (64) 
What's in a Name? Or Is Everything in a Name? 

63 Sreenath VS on how the tradition of debate and dissent in Sanskrit poetics 

abruptly disappeared in the colonial period; Soumya Vinayan on the Telugu 

biopic Mallesham and its holistic portrayal of the textile industry; Aratrika 

Bhadra on Sindhi migration to India and its increasing alignment with 

right-wing politics; and Last Lines by Ponnappa. 

-Aratrika Bhadra (65), 

Last Lines (66) 
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Highlights of the 'Bridgetown Initiative' 

10 As India ascends to G20 Presidency, internationalism is stuct 

EDITORIAL 
The Digital Rupee . ********************************* 

cOMMENT Avinash D Persaud 

The Tragedy in Gambia and 
the Indian Pharmaceutical SectoOr. 

The Glass Ceiling in the High Courts 

13 There is an implicit difference that results in iewer members from the 

subordinate judiciary serving in the high courts.Alok prasanna Kumar 

PROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

Is Democratic Politics Going Out of Hand? ..9 

PROM 50 YEARS AGO .. 

Challenges before Institutions of Eminence in India 
15 This article evaluates the challenges of the Institutions of Eminence scheme. 

..9 

HT PAREKH FINANCE COLUMN 

A Manifesto for Going from Billions to 

Trillions in Climate Finance Now: 
- Sudhanshu Bhushan 

Highlights of the 'Bridgetown Initiative' 
Drinking Water Governance Reforms in Kerala 
18 More than three decades of reforms in Keralas drinking water sector have 

neither resulted in greater decision-making autonomy nor improved the 

financial status of public utility.-Gautam Ganapathy, N CNarayanan 

-Avinash D Persaud ... ********************* **** 10 

LAW & SOCIETY 

The Glass Ceiling in the High Courts 

-Alok Prasanna Kumar. 
********************************** 

Mapping the Educational Status of the Pangal Community 
24 This study attempts to explore the educational status of the Pangal 

community in Manipur based on different reports on their education and 

socio-economic backwardness.-Md Chingix Khan, M Baharuddin Shah 

cOMMENTARY 

Challenges before Institutions of 
Eminence in India-Sudhanshu Bhushan.. 15 

Colonialism, Gender, and Language in Late 19th-century India 

27 This article studies the mechanism and consequences of Farsi's loss of 
administrative significance in light of the 19th-century discourses on home 

and abroad.- Kankana Chatterjee 

Confronting the Elephant in the Room: 
Drinking Water Governance Reforms and 
Diminishing State Capacity in Kerala 
-Gautam Ganapathy, NC Narayanan. 18 

Mapping the Educational Status of 
the Pangal Community in Manipur 

-Md Chingis Khan, M Baharuddin Shah....24 

'Study Farsi and Sell Oil': Colonialism, Gender 
and Language in Late 19th-century India 

-Kankana Chatterjee... 
sc Students' Education and Scholarships in Punjab 

30 For understanding the dropout rates of the Scheduled Caste students, it has 

been argued that one should take cognisance of social and economic 
processes of the Punjabi society. -Paramjit S Judge 

Scheduled Caste Students' Education and 
Post-matric Scholarships in Punjab 
-Paramjit S Judge... ************************************° 

BOOK REVIEWS The World of Work in an Age of Permanent Crisis 
39 The long crisis of monopoly capitalism has left the world of work in disarray. 

Several ongoing transformations in the world economy, such as those 

pertaining to the dispersion of production processes and technological 

transformations, have major implications for the evolvinglabour question. 
- Praveen Jha, Paris Yeros 

Walking from Dandi: In Search of Vikas-
A Tale of Two Gujarat Models' 

-Satyendra Ranjan... ******** ******SF 

Eastward Ho? India's Relations with the 
Indo-Pacific-India and the Indo-Pacific: 
Challenges and Opportunities 

-K M Seethi... 35 ****************************************************J 

Politics of ldentity Contra Anti-caste Social Visions 
46 The intricate relations between caste-based identity politics and anti-caste 

social associations and visions in West Bengal are unravelled in this paper. 

In-depth interviews too were conducted with Namasudra leaders, the 

Field Notes from a Waterborne Land: 
Bengal Beyond the Bhadralok--Short Stories 
on Precarity-Debraj Bhattacharya....37 

SPECIAL ARTICLES 

The World of Work in an Age of Permanent Crisis anti-caste Matua sect, and Matua dals (village associations) in Nadia and 
North 24 Parganas districts. - Rajat Roy -Praveen Jha, Paris Yeros .. 39 

Politics of Identity Contra Anti-caste Social 
Visions: The Matua Problem and Beyond Determinants of Child Labour in India 
-Rajat Roy... ************* ** *** T 

54 This paper aims to explore and analyse both the demand- and supply-side 

determinants of child labour in India. The availability of government schools 

is an insigniicant factor in reducing child labour in the rural areas, whereas 
the urban areas of distriets with higher per capita district domestic product 

have more child labour.- Satyaki Dasgupta, Annesha Mukherjee 

Determinants of Child Labour in India: 
A Cross-sectional Analysis 
-Satyaki Dasgupta, Annesha Mukherjee..54 

DISCUSSION 

Assessing the Nutritional Status of Rural Labour: 
The Rising Burden of Overweight 

Assessing the Nutritional Status of Rural Labour 
-Simantini Mukhopadhyay . ********************"**O 

61 Recent studies have shown that a nutrition transition is underway in urban 

and rural India, evident from the declining undernutrition and rapidly 
increasing overweight.-Simantini Mukhopadhyay 

CURRENT STATISTICS.. 
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Economic&PoliticalwEEKLY 
India's Policy Ambivalehce 
10 The draft Development of Enterprises and Services Hub Bill, 2022 reflects 

significant policy ambivalence and contributes to legal ambiguities for 
business firms. - Ram Singh, Surendar Singh 

EDITORIA 
Bad News on the Poverty Front. ******************I 

cOMMENT 

Sociopolitical Reading of a Tragedy in Kerala..8 

Restoring the Efficacy of Labour Laws 

14 The recent Chennai Labour Court verdict puts the focus back on the 
applicability of labour laws for the information technology sector. 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

The Matrix of Marginality. **** 

- Kingshuk Sarkar FROM 50 YEARS AGO .. ****************************************** 

COMMENTARY 
Legitimate versus Distortionary Freebies 

Based on constitutional provisions and prudent fiscal management principles, 
freebies can be classified into two broad categories, namely legitimate and 

distortionary,-Akhilesh Kumar Sharma, Atul Sarma 

Development of Enterprises and Services 
Hub Bill, 2022: India's Policy Ambivalence 

-Ram Singh, Surendar Singh.. 
7 

10 *********************** 

TCS Employee Reinstatement: 
Restoring the Efficacy of Labour ILaws 
-Kingshuk Sarkar. Fiscal Marksmanship in Health Expenditure 

21 The article explores state-level fiscal marksmanship in the context of medical 

and public health expenditure from 2002 to 2017. 

****.14 ************ 

Legitimate versus Distortionary Freebies 
-Akhilesh Kumar Sharma, Atul Sarma... 
Fiscal Marksmanship in Health Expenditure: 
Experience of Indian States 

- Vishalkumar J Jani 

Formal Banking Services and Financial Inclusion -Vishalkumar J Jani.. ** .. 211 

31 This paper attempts to examine financial inclusiveness in major states of India. 

Using banking outreach services data from 1981 to 2018, we construct an index 

of financial inclusion. Although the outreach of formal banking services is 
well-dispersed across the states, there is a large variation among the states in 
terms of its access and usage. - Elayaraja MS, Suresh Babu M & 

BOOK REVIEWS 

The Shudra: A Philosophical Narrative of 
Indian Superhumanism-Human Subject in 
Indic Tradition 
-Harshavardhan Sumant .... ,25 ****** 

Bangladesh at 50: Development and Challenges 
Economic Growth and Social Progress: 
The Case of Bangladesh 

-Arindam Banik . ************************************* 

Arun Kumar G 

Understanding Menstrual Hygiene Management 
.29 

38 Menstrual hygiene management plays a vital role in the physical, economic, 

and psychological development of adolescent girls. This paper examines the 

usage of different types of menstrual absorbent material among rural 

adolescent girls. It analyses their purchase and use behaviour, factors that 

affect the choice of these products, and ways to make them more accessible 

and affordable. -Deepika Yadav, Sukhpal Singh 

SPECIAL ARTICLES 

Outreach of Formal Banking Services and 
Financial Inclusion: Evidence from Indian States 

-Elayaraja MS, Suresh Babu M, 
Arun Kumar G ... ***..........**nnennenoss*ssnennnen**seenn5l 

Understanding Menstrual Hygiene Management: 
A Case Study of Adolescent Girls in Rural Gujarat 

-Deepika Yadav, Sukhpal Singh.. ******* 30 Women's Participation in Farm Laws Protests 
45 An important feature of the movement against the farm laws was a large-scale 

active participation of women at different levels. This paper provides 
descriptions and insights into the forms in which women participated in the 

protests and factors that were working behind this participation, with 

specific reference to Haryana.-Jagmati Sangwan, Shamsher Singh 

Women's Participation in Protests against 
the Three Farm Laws in India: Perspectives from 
the Ground 

Jagmati Sangwan, Shamsher Singh. 45 

Firm Transitions in Indian Formal MSMEs: 
The Role of Age and Size 

-Swati Agrawal, Poonam Singh, 
Mainak Mazumdar, K VRamaswamy.. 

Firm Transitions in Indian Formal MSMEs 
52 Using a panel of formal manufacturing and service sector firms incorporated 

during 2000-08, and by following each firm for a period of five years after 

incubation, the study analyses the relationship between firm transition, firm 
age, and firm size. It discusses that the choice of definition of firm size has a 
distinct impact on the transition patterns and size structures ot firms. 

- Swati Agrawal, Poonam Singh, Mainak Mazumdar &KVRamaswamy 

CURRENT STATISTICS. .. ....*.* O0 

POSTSCRIPT 
Contemporary Comedy Is Serious Business 

-Nandana Bose (63), 

Spiral of Silence' in Indian Media? 

-Ram Awtar Yadav, Aniruddha Jena (64), 

Postscript 
63 Nandana Bose on how contemporary American comedians and satirists 

speak truth to power; Ram Awtar Yadav and Aniruddha Jena on the fear of 

isolation in the Indian media; Gopikrishnan Kottoor on the Malayalam film 

Ramanan and its portrayal of a poet's angst against societal prejudices; and 

Last Lines by Ponnappa. 

Edappally Raghavan Pillai: 

The Nearly Forgotten Hero of Ramanan 

-Gopikrishnan Kottoor (65), 

Last Lines (66) 
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EDITORIAL The Changing Contours of Proletarianisation 

10 The social proletariat and the economically marginalised communities are 
deliberately drawn into a process of lumpenisation sans proletarianisation. 

The Competition Commission Takes on Google ..7 

cOMMENT 

-KS Chalam Party Continues to be Bigger Than Xi... 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

Assessing Justice N V Ramana's Term as CJI Words Matter in Power Politics.. ****** ** 

14 This article analyses the track record of Justice N V Ramana as the Chief 

Justice of India on several metrics.-Faizan Mustafa, Pranav Verma 
PROM 50 YEARS AGO . *********************"************7 

ALTERNATIVE STANDPOINT 

Punjab's Education Budget (1980-2022) The Changing Contours of Proletarianisation 
-KS Chalam.. **********************************************" 

18 Punjab's education budget, over the last 42 years (1980-2022), was less than 

the recommended norms and requirements and, hence, inadequate. 

-Jaswinder Singh Brar 

COMMENTARY 

Assessing Justice NV Ramana's Term as GJI 
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