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FRIDAY, JUNE 25, 2021

/Pechnology key to
accreditation: Gurukkal

He stresses role of
digital learning

STAFF REPORTER
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala State Higher Educa-
tion Council vice chairman
Rajan Gurukkal has stressed
the need to imbibe technol-
ogy in every facet of func-
tioning of higher education
institutions.

This had become a vital
cog in accreditation process
of colleges, he said while in-
augurating an online sym-
posium on the National As-
sessment and Accreditation
Council-accreditation pro-
cess organised by the Loyola
College of Social Sciences
here on Thursday.

Besides emphasising the
role of technology-en-
hanced digital learning in
the context of accreditation,
Mr. Gurukkal said the ac-
creditation process would
hinge on the extent of net-

T

working within the campus
as well as the use of custo-
mised, open-source learn-
ing management systems
such as MOODLE. Higher
education institutions
should strive to transform
themselves as entrepreneu-
rial institutions with auto-
mated systems for recording
student-teacher activities.

‘Be innovative’

The academician urged
teachers to be mavericks
who adopted an innovative
and creative attitude to-
wards technological advan-
cements in pedagogy, even
while striving to preserve
quality.

The programme felicitat-
ed Rajagiri College of Social
Sciences, St. Teresa’s Col-
lege (both autonomous),
Nirmala College and St.
Thomas College - all of
which got the A++ NAAC
grading in their fourth cycle
of re-accreditation.
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‘Snehanidhi’ to provide
gadgets for tribal students

STENI SIMON

PRAVEENA iname changed) a
(Class X student who t\'h\ngg t0
the Malapandaram tribe, lives
with her family in a shanty
made of tarpaulin sheets near
the forest in Pathanamthitta
There are just about 250 fami-
lies remaining in this nomadic
tribal group. all living in pov-
erty, devoid of basic necessi-
ties. Praveena is probably one
of the first in many genera-
tions to go to school. However,
with no access to a mobile
phone and the internet, she
has lost all hope of continuing
her education.

To help students from the
tribal settlements get access to
online learning, Childline
Thiruvananthapuram, in asso-
ciation with Loyola College of
Social Sciences, Sreekariyam,
has come up with ‘Snehani-
dhi’. Gadgets like tablets and
power banks for six children
of the Malapandaram tribal
group were handed over to the
Tribal Development Depart-
ment officers in
Pathanamthitta.

“There are more than 50,000
tribal students in the state.
Their learning has been inter-
rupted since classes went on-
line. To reduce this digital di-
vide, we thought of providing
the necessary equipment to
these children,” said Jobi Kon-
door, district coordinator of
Childline Thiruvanan-
thapuram. “Initially, the plan
was to implement the project
only in Thiruvananthapuram
district. However, due to re-

Fr Renjith, director LES and Childline, Fr Sunny K Thomas, manager and rector of
Loyola Institutions and Saji P Jacob. principal Loyola (ollese hand over digital
devices to the Tribal Development Department officers at Pathanamthitta

quests from other districts, we
have extended the operations,”
he added.

The fund for the project was
contributed by Loyola College.
In the second phase, mobile
phones will be distributed to
tribal students in the Thiru-
vananthapuram district iden-
tified by the ST promoters of
the tribal department and
Childline officials.

“We will distribute 13 mobile
phones to students from tribal

L3

settlements in Kuttichal pan-

chayat in Thiruvanan-
thapuram. The project will not
just focus on tribal areas. Chil-
dren in coastal and hilly areas
in the state where internet con-
nectivity is a major problem
will also get help,” said the
Childline official.

Contribute to the project.
Contact: Jobi Kondoor,
district coordinator, Childline
Thiruvananthapuram.
Ph: 9497594630.

o0 = @
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