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Fortification has merits

This 1efers fa the arficle 'Supply snags’ (16 31 Oclober 2021) Fodification is a
cosl-effeclive piaclice used lo deliberalely increase the content of essenlial
micronutrients, thal is. vilumins and minerals (including trace elements) in any
food item South Afiica lorlifies maize meal China 50y sauce and Vielnam fish
souce In Indio as well, external forfification of wheal distribuled hrough the
public distribution system (PDS) is a well-eslablished practice Also. privale player
TA1A Chemicals Limited hos joined with the Indion Council of Medical Research
National Institute of Nulrifion in Hyderabad, Telangana, ta launch fortified salil
confaining Iron and lodine to prevent anaemia—a condilion affecting two of three
women in the vounliy— prophyloxis and endemic goilie Various stales hove alsg
independently undertaken food fortification with help from global support graups

Vith regard 1o nice. il 1s imporiant that the autharities select applopriate
technolagy and methods for fortificalion The forlified rice needs good stability
during fransport and storoge. Il should also be able to refain added micronultienls
during cooking and preparaiion. so that it is obsoibed while consumplion

effectively Consumers musl alsa learn 1o occep! and aatlively opl for forlified rice
JAYDEV JANA
MNEW DELHI

Overcrowded NCR
This refers 10 1he editarial “Season of
despoir’ (1:15 December, 2021) The
Delhi-National Capital Region is
excessively populoled. Aport from

oll major headquarters and administra-
live offices, il also has unneeded
residential complexes. Unless the
population is evenly disseminuoted,
pollution will persisi,

H K MUKERJEE
EMAIL

A real stand-out

The abjeclive of Down To Earth, thiough
both its English and Hindi editions, Is 1o
present news, analyses and provide
insight inlo environmeniol conflicts
bused al the grassrools level I is a feal
il does well If shows journalism is nol o
wall bul rather o seo of subjects

AYUSH SHARMA
EHOPAI

Price confusion

This refers 1o "UHarakhand farmers fall
back on fraditional food processing
methods lo boas! earnings®, published
online on October 29, 2021 As far as |
know, the price of raw honey in this
Himolayon siate is 21,000 per kg and
nol 1300 per kg os sialed in the adicle
Ge! your facts stiaight

MAMISH
V1A EMAIL

DTE responds

The price of 2300 per kg was quoted for
the bulk sales of raw honey by Rajendra
Singh Solanki, who runs a collective of
bee farmers in Thano region Perhaps the

refail price of raw honey in the siale is
1,000 per kg
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Cryptocurrency: Ambiguities and the Impending Crisls
10 In the absence of propet regulation, there Is a very real danger (hat the

public may be mis sold cryptocurrency with harm to the widey economy
—Alok Prasanna Kumar

The Land Pooling Scheme in Andhra Pradesh: A Critica| Appraisal

12 Anexploration of the Intervention made by the Land Pooling §cheme a8 an
alternative to the Right 1o Fajr Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 and varjous discourses
associated with its implementation in Andhra Pradesh — Siddardha Darla

Faith-based Financial Exclusion

15 Indin's apathy towards the financial inclusion of its Muslim population and
consequent lower business potentinl of districts with a higher proportion of
Muslims has led to lawer branch density and loan rates, affecring the general
population as well Jammu and Kashmi, in districts where the proportion
of Muslims is higher, also reflects these trends observed in other states,
— D Narayana

Technological Federalism

18 “Technological federalism” or the interfave of the landscape of wechnological
and dara governance with the federnl structure, os enshrined in the Constitution
ol India, needs 1o be ideally adjdicated upon. ~ Anushka Mittal

Climate Change: Raag Bhairaviat Glasgow COP26

22 Embedding limate change within development calls ot an inclusive
approach for a developing country like India, where climate actlon aligns
with the overall transition to sustainability and social, economic, and
ecological resilience for lts citizens, — Purnamita Dasgupta

Forecasting the Post-COVID-19 Recovery Pattern

26 The covin 19 crisis provides an opporrunity 1o reorient the existing methods
and methodologles for data constniction. — Nayakara Veeresha

Rohini Nayyar (1944-2021): The Gentle Colossus
28 The illustrious contributions of Rohinl Nayyar to human development
resourees in India are elaborated. — K Seeta Prabhu

COVID-19 and the Everyday Challenges of Indigenous Peoples

of Tripura

15 Anunravelling of the challenges faced by the rural indigenous peoples of
Tripura during the first wave of the pandemic and the immediote response
by the government and community saclocultural organisations
- Biswaranjan Tripura, Thamas Malsom

Maternity Entitlements: Women's Rights Deralled

38 There is an urgent need for better recognition of the special needs of
pregnancy, provision of maternity benefits in accordance with the law, nnd
better support for pregnant women, including quality healthcare
~ Jean Dréze, Reetika Khera & Anmol Somanchi

The Impact of COVID-19 on the Stock Market and Corporate Firms
5o Being astand-alone lirm has a favourable impact on gtock price reactlons

1o covin 19 shacks, and hence, such firms are more restlient

— Indrani Chakarbor ty

Labour Force and Employment Growth in India

<8  Thisstudy analyses the changing structure of the labour force and
empleyment in India using the Employment and Unemployment
Survey (2011-12) and the Periodic Labout Force Surveys | and 11
(2017-18 and 2018-19) — Balakrushna Padhi, Venkatanarayana Motkuri

Economic&PoliticalwEEKLY

EDITORIAL

Caste Dimensions of Poverty and We InN
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~lak Prasanna Kumar . 10

COMMUNTARY

The Land Pooling Scheme in Andhra Pradesh;
A Critical Appraisal
~Sliddardha Darla : 12

Faith-based Pinancinl Exclusion;
Where Does Jommu and Kashmir Stand?
— D Narayana 15

Technologlcal Federalism: A Building Block to
Constitutionalise the Digital Sphere

~Anushka Mittal ; 18

Climate Change: Rnag Dhalravi at

Glasgow COP26

~Purnaimita Daigupta : 2

T'orecosting the Post-COVID-19 Recovery Pattern;

A Note on Methodology

—Nayukara Veeresha 7 26

Rohini Nayyar (1944-2021): The Gentle Colossus

—K Secta Prabhu : 28
NOOK REVIIWSE

We Shall be Masters, Russian Pivots to East Asia
from Peter the Great ta Putin— Russia and the
East: Lang Continulty of Interests and
Engogement—Anuradha Chenoy 10
Lives of Data. Essays on Computational Cultures
from India— The Transition to Big Data in India

~ Vikas Kumar 32

INKIGHT

COVID 19 and the Everyday Challenges of
Indigenous Peoples of Tripura

Biswaranjan Tripura, Thomas Malsom ... 3§

SPECIAL ARTICLES
Maternity Entitlements: Women's Rights Derailed
—Jean Drése, Reetikn Kheru,
Anmol Somanchi o ; 18
The Impact of COVID 19 on the Stock Market
oand Corporate Firms
— Indrani Chakarborty : kD
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Evidence from the EUS (2011-12) and
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India‘s Energy Policy

10 Although seeming 1o be reducing carbon emissions, the depengence o
foreign supplie1s for renewable and nuclear energy does N0 bepefit the |
Indian economy. — Jawahar Bhagwat

pegrading the Delight of Degree Education

14 The merit-based undergraduate admissions in Lhc_ Uni\‘gl-ﬁ‘, of Delhi got
mired in controversies in the name of region and ideology 1, the extent of
terming b as “marks jihad " The Nationnl Education Policy iz L0 SUREEST
ways 1o accommodate a larger number of students 10 ensuyye

quality
undergraduate education Ravi Ranjan, Abdul Hameeg

Pa

Migrant Children and ‘Free’ Educationin India

18 Using narratives from the city of Bengaluru, this anicle "iﬂhligms the
complex placement of migrant children with respect 10 the inclusionary
framewniks of schooling and educadon in India. — Vijithq Rajan

India’s Government Health Expenditure as the Ratjg to GDP

21 The oppropriateness of the criterion that pegs the mtio of public health
expenditure 10 the gross domestic product—which is volatile— peeds a

ic examination — T R Dilip, Pratheeba J & Sunil Nandraj

India’s Withdrawal from RCEP: Deciphering Commodity-level
Undercurrents

26 The analysis in the anicle concludes that the tecent stream of events In the

alterinath ol the covin 19 pandemic offers India an Opportunity Lo

consolidare the domestic manufacturing sector. — Bibek Ray Chaudhuri,
Debashis Chakraborty

Lifein a Special EconomicZone

36 The arucle describes how the resident communities of a special economic

zone in Sri City, Andhra Pradesh, experienced a series of livelihood
transformations that were mediated strongly by capahilities and
aspiiations — Bharath Sundaram, Ovee Thorat & Vadivel Chinnadurai

What Ails Direct-selling Businesses in India?

42 A cntical examination of the definitions related to direct-selling, the primas y

cauze of concern, followed by the inept Direct Selling Guldelines issued in 2016
by the Ministry of Consumer Affairs is undertaken here — Priva Misra

Regional Variations in Multidimensional Poverty:
Evidence from Tripura
48

Regional vanations in multidimensional poverty and inequality are analysed
for the 1wa different adminisirative regions of Tripura— village commitiees
undet the Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous Distriet Council and gram

panchayats under the panchayati raj institutions— using a primary surve
— Salim Shah, Niranjan Debnath

Karnataka's ‘Surya Raitha’ Experiment
55

The Surya Raitha scheme was the country’s first, state driven initiative fo
the solarisation of agriculiure feeders The scheme was eventually execyy
as a single feeder pilot with some design changes in Nalahalll panchayat
from 2015 (o 2018 The pilot was visited in 2017-18 and 2010 19 10 assess if iy
had delivered the promises of the Suryn Raitha scheme — Neha Durgg,
Tushaar Shah, Shilp Verma & Manjunatha A V ‘
Postscript

63  CSMCH Film Club on the undying spisit of resistance in the face of
autharitatian 1egimes brought out in the film— A Twelve-Year Night; l
Kumar Ravi Priya on his experience of being a covip-19 CATTENVEr;

Devashish Makhija on the ubiquitous black rotary dial telePhONe in the
19804" India; and Last Lines by Ponnappa \

e Fghra Misra

Economic&Politicalwerky

LessonsinDemocracy e 2

The Debilitating Effect of School Chnuts“ B

FROM THE EDITOR'S DRSK
The Role of Trust in Democratic Politics. . . ¢
FROMSOYRARSAGO . oo oo oo G
STRATBGIC AFFAIRS
India’s Energy Palicy: Need for Strategic and
Futuristic Thinking
~—Jawahar Bhagwat.

COMMENTARY

Degrading the Delight of Degree Education

—Ravi Ranjan, Abdul Hlameed PA . i

Migrant Children and ‘Free’ Education in India
Vijitha Rajan = bt Vird 18

Indin's Government Health Expenditure as

the Ratio w GDP: s It a Fallacy?

—T R Dilip, Pratheeba J, Sunil Nandraj

India's Withdrawal from RCEP:

Deciphering Commodity-level Undercurrents

—Ribek Ray Chaudhuri,

Debashis Chakraborty .

A4

41

26
NOOK REVIEWS

Religion and Secularities: Reconfiguring Islam
in Contemporary India— Religious Piety in
Islam and Comtemporary India

—Shashank Chaturvedi

Turbulent Transformarions Non Brahmin
Srivaignavas on Religion, Caste and Politics in
lamil Nadu—Revival amidst Challenge?
—Raj Sekhar Basu .

n

ITHSIGIT

Life in a Special Economic Zone:
Navigating the Transition-Transformation
Aspiration Continuom— Bharuth Sundaram,

Ovee Thorat, Vadivel Chinnadurai 36

SPECIAL ARTICLES
What Alls Ditect selling Businesses in India?

: 42
Epiomal Variations in Muolridimensional Poverty:

Iwldence from Tripura
~=8alim SAah_ Niranjan Debnath

ymataka’ ‘Surya Raitha' Experiment;
1 SOM#}(PM KUSUM—Neha Durga, Tushaar

Sha EP Verma, Manjunatha A V
.3

48

55

STATISTICS ... 6

POSTSCRIFT
Prisoners of Conscience: Reel and Real
—CSMCH Film Club (63),
Psychologist as Survivor: Empathising with
COVID19 Trauma— Kumar Ravt Priya (64)
"‘Kaalia— Devashish Makhija (66),
Last Lines (66)
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Revamped Poverty Estimates
? The widening poverty within and across the region and s¢

ates demands the
rearganisation of development priority

India’s Progress beyond Demographicindicators
g  The nrus 5 hides more than 1t reveals on the demographic and hea)gh indicators

palits in Rural Cooperatives of Nepal

I'he cooperatve Socetics function in eliminating prejudices apd
discrimination against Dalits in Nepal is analysed by interpolaging various
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