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Ankit Kawade, Antaripa Bharali

Wom i .
en, Priesthoodand Religious Rightsin TamilNaduand Kerala

\d
15 lcf;lllrz}:\;t:il:\ncdroc\i:‘l( am}ounccmcm by the minister for Hindu religious and
willingne o fmyems A(jr Tamil Nadu, r.':ggrding the government's
ries‘;-in N |‘ itate resources n.nd training for women who wish to be
E’mmen " Hlinnlzizsr. \tl}?cinrnclc examines the debates regarding the right of
eligious realm. — Aparna Eswaran, Hameeda C K

Preparing for a Just Transition Away from Coal
19 The dominance of coal for Indi

: : anenergy security might, finally, be about to
reduce as increasing demands

o Incre ' are made for a just transition to cleaner and more
mmunity-friendly forms of energy. — Patrik Oskarsson, Vasudha Chhotray

Behind the Early Unravelling of Joe Biden’s Promise
23 The unw.llhngness of the new United States administration under Joe Biden
to usher in a new deal-like transformative policies, is due to the persistent

control of the big business that is endemic to the sociopolitical systems of the
capitalist West, — Satyendra Ranjan

Gandhi and the Re-enactment of Racism

32 Examining MK Gandhi's attitude towards South African natives during his
sojourn in South Africa, Ashwin Desai and Goolam Vahed, in their book
The South African Gandhi, have aceused Gandhi of racism as he considered
the natives racially inferior and called them Kaffirs. — Radha Kumari

Political Economy of BMC Budgets

68 The paper focuses on the changing trends in budget allocations of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation, especially since the structural
adjustment programme that came to be implemented from 1990 and how it
has affected civic services, especially health and education. — Ravi Duggal

Is Ambedkar’s Prejudice against ‘Tribe’ a Settled Matter?

78 A challenge is mounted against the widespread assumption that Ambedkar
was prejudiced against “tribe,” by revealing acts of academic carelessness
that occur in the writings of some scholars through the cherry-picking of
quotes and failure to historically contextualise the same. — Nishikant Kolge

Global Value Chains of MNCs and Indian SMEs: Promoting Linkages
86 The rapidly expanding global value chainsof multinational corporations
are increasingly dominating international trade, which emerging economies
like India can hardly afford to ignore. — M H Bala Subrahmanya,
Muralidharan Loganathan

Private Sectorin Solid Waste Management

95 In mostdeveloping countries, waste is managed by government bodies who
allocate a large amount of resources but rarely obtain the desired results,
‘Taking this problem into account, this article explores the relationship
between environmental policy and firms engaged in solid waste management
by studying the case of four firms in the swwm industry in India.
— Rajiv V Shah, Samapti Guha

A Hundred Years of Israeli Hyper-statehood

102 Drawing historical insights from Rashid Khalidi's acclaimed book, The Hundred
Years’ War on Palestine: A History of Settler Colonialism and Resistance,
1917-2017, this article suggests that the unease at Israeli hyper-statehood can
only grow in the us and across the world. — Amir Ali
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nancialInclusion through Urban Cooperative Banks
a1 ' Telangana

ng  While more than 60% of the Telangana urban cooperative banks are found to

ater to slum dwellers and micro, small and medium enterprises, a clear
gender gap is evident in terms of account ownership and access 1o credit

— Mini P Thomas, Radhika Gupta

arliament amidst Pandemic: Situating the Opposition

Amidst the impasse over the working of Parliament how is the opposition-
government relationship defined? — Vikas Tripathi, Rupak Kumar

fteenth Finance Commission

)

In the context of the uncertainties posed by the covip-19 pandemic, six
papers present key insights into the approach of the Fifteenth Finance

Commission vis-a-vis the mandated task defined in the terms of reference

alancing Fiscal Need and Macroeconomic Stability

¢ Given the macroeconomic uncertainties and rising fiscal needs, the Fifteenth
Finance Commission focused on fiscal stability, equity and enhancement of
fiscal space through higher borrowing. — Pinaki Chakraborty

-.

ontinuity with Change: Approach of the Fifteenth Finance
ommission

-3

The paper explores the structural shift in federal finances with the abolition
of the Planning Commission and contemporaneous circumstances that shaped
. the approach of the Fifteenth Finance Commission. — Ajay Narayan Jha

ces iscal Consolidation and FRBM in the COVID-19 Context
3 The fiscal consolidation projections provided by the Fifteenth Finance Commission,
.6 including its alternative paths, have been rendered out of alignment because
of the covip-19’s deleterious economic impact. — D K Srivastava

iscal Transfersin PandemicTimes

a
ees]

5 The phasing out of the revenue deficit grants to the states in the next five years
is likely to pose challenges to the fiscally weak states. — M Govinda Rao

fainstreaming Climate Change Commitments through
inance Commissions

.82 Thisanalysis suggests that climate change criterion in the intergovernmental

fiscal transfer mechanism in India is a significant step to incentivise the
conservation of forests. — Lekha Chakraborty

‘ifteenth Finance Commission Award and the NES
9 The structural disabilities of north-eastern states necessitates thu; the unlon
’ government supplements the expected finance commission transfers with
other budgetary support. —J Dennis Rajakumar

>ostscript

"9 Umang on the idea that women can have the same interests in sport as men;
. Mahashewta Bhattacharya on how mutiering relieves women, even if only

momentarily, of the stress of caregiving and patrlarchy; Tara Brahme on her
o Tamil; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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Regulation of Cryptocurrency: An Indian Perspective
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better regulation. — Sunitha Abhay Jain

India-Gulf Labour Migration in the Aftermath of COVID-19
22 Delincation of some of the major policy interventions that merit immediate
attention to make the migration policy architecture

migrant-centric.” — S K Sasikumar

Nobelin Auction

27 Auction designs end up helping private and public players to make a
valuation of a public good and, hence, create a market that did not exist
beforehand, which, quite often, overlooks the underlying social and
environmental concerns. — Atanu Sengupta, Anirban Hazra

Sustaining the Sustainable Development Goals

30 This article critiques the framework used for assessing the progress of the
Sustainable Development Goals and their comparison across states.
— Udaya S Mishra, Balakrushna Padhi

Labour ‘Invisibility’ during COVID-19 Times

37 An examination of the “invisibility” of the migrant labour to Indian
policymakers as the migrant labour exodus unfolded through the summer
of 2020 — Veena Naregal

Did Employment Rise or Fall in India between 2011 and 2017?

44 This paper shows that some of the variations in estimates of the Periodic
Labour Force Survey 2017-18 can be attributed to how populations are
projected based on data from Census 2011. — Paaritosh Nath, Amit Basole

Constitutional Asymmetry in Federalism: Union Territory Model
53 Anatrempt is made to Jocate union territories as a distinct unit of the Indian
federation in the context of asymmetrical federalism, and thelr status is
examined through the principle of weighted and differentlated equality
in India. — Rekha Saxena

The Inconvenient Truth of llliteracy Inequality

61 This study analyses adult illiteracy in Lucknow, focusing on inequalities
between different geographical regions, castes, age groups and genders,
__Sunita Gandhi, Kaaren Mathias, Linda Seefeldt & Thomas Delaney
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»  The historical trajectory of “wages for howsework™ j« 1y, | along with
:\‘ { (“”"'HV e,
on the feminist movement in the conntry are also diqeye

o
— Khawla Zainab

sitvating itin the ndian setup and the digitalising implications

. iofortification: Associated Costs and Alternativgg

; Itisargued that biofortification may not be an effective

Weapon 1o fight
d capaci

against hidden hunger since it demonstrates linite acity for natritional
enhancement and suggests alternatives, — Avik Ray

ew IT Rules, 2021

On the one hand, these rules will be a measure that wil| weaken the right
). O privacy, and on the other, there will be extensive surveillance by the
executive over content, — Radhika Krishnan

"OVID-19 and IPR Waiver: An Indian Perspective

1 Amore effective approach than 1pr waivers for covip 19 vaccines is to use
compulsory licences, and reduce tariffs and non-tariff measures
— Nilanjan Banik, Debashis Chakraborty

wo-child Norm: Curtailing Welfare, Weaponising Demography
3 The draft of the Uttar Pradesh Population (Control, Stabilisation and Welfare)
Bill, 2021 will adversely affect welfare state mechanisms and long-term
demographic transition. — Mohan Rao, Aprajita Sarcar

alWhy Should the Marital Rape Exception be Removed?

13 Redundant arguments like irrevocable consent for sexual intercourse and

ensuring sanctity of marriage cannot be used to retain the marital rape
\gi  exception. —Ayushi Agarwal
o

. Dividend Behaviour of Indian Companies post Macroeconomic

Pohcy Shock

» 38 The impact of the macroeconomic shock of demonetisation in 2016 on the

. dividend payout policy of Indian companies is examined, and it is suggested
that major macroeconomic shocks affect the dividend payout decisions of
companies. — Ramesh Bhat, I M Pandey, Samveg Patel

.Impact of Leverage on Firms’ Investment: Decoding the
Indian Experience

44 Afirm’s leverage adversely affects its investment activity after a threshold,

. The initiatives to clean up the balance sheets of banks and deleveraging by

non-financial corporates should help in the revival of the investment cycle,
— Avdhesh Kumar Shukla, Tara Shankar Shaw

l5“Bourgeois View": Spacein Assamese Literature, 1910s-1950s

54 How, between the late 19th century and the first half of the 20th century, the
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